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Livermore Valley Lithophiles
Livermore, California

Next General Meeting:
Thursday, October 8, 2015
Cmmunity Room
7:30 PM

Program:

Next Board Meeting:
Thursday, October 22, 2015

Meeting Location:

Members are welcome to attend!

Refreshments:

Mineral Explorers

At the Shop

Livermore Library Community Room

Lee Davisson

Presidents Message:
Hello?!

Inside this issue:
Board Meeting - Aug & Sept
General Meeting - Sept 10
Asteroid & Earth

All should note the General Meeting minutes in this month’s Lithogram. In
particular we have three separate call outs to replace current club member
volunteer activities:

2-3
4

5

Beading Buddies

6

Shop Report

7

Junio / Homeschool Report

8

Shows & Events & Field Trips

9

·

Bill Beiriger needs someone to take over as Lithogram editor.

·

Nancy would like someone to take over display case each August in
the Library.

·

Rich and Chris Hunt would like someone to take over the San Leandro Library reading fair event.

Minutes also state we also “Need nominating committee for club officer
elections.” No one volunteered at the meeting, for any of them! So what’s
the deal? Why do our club members shun these and similar activities? These
promote and support our club. The Lithogram is required for Federation
membership, the Library display advertises our club, and the San Leandro
Library fair pays the club $500. We can’t just let all of these lapse like we
have for so many other volunteer slots in the club.
Think it through and ask yourself, can I spare just a couple hours a week, or
even just one day a year? If the answer is no, then you are busier than me and
I don’t envy you.
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Board Meeting
August 27, 2015

Present: Lee Davisson, Bill Bish, Bill Beiriger, Molly Alexander, Dick Friesen, Andrea Rodriguez,
Tom Johnston, Jenny Siders
Shop: Jenny wants to use shop Tuesday or Friday afternoon for teen-age home-schoolers. She volunteers
to be foreman. Suggestions for hours: Tuesday – 12:30-2:00 pm or Friday – 12:00-4:00 pm twice a month.
The cost for the additional 4 hours = $300/year to LARPD. Lee motioned to open the shop the extra hours.
Seconded by Bill Beiriger. All those present voted in favor. The extra shop hours will be announced in the
newsletter.
Lithorama: So far 8 dealers have signed up.
Tom talked to food truck vendors to see if they want to sell food during the Lithorama, but all declined
because they need at least 1000 people/day to make a profit. The Lithorama averages 400 people/day.
Public health issue: Can no longer sell sloppy joes, but can still sell hot dogs, beverages, candy, and chips.
Can still sell donated pies and cakes if they were baked at stores, not baked at home.
Floor arrangements may change this year to accommodate all 8 dealers. A dealer may use the silent auction
area, the silent auction moved to the kitchen area, and the food moved to the outside.
Need a special meeting to prepare for the show.
Bill Beiriger said that the postcards that advertise the Lithorama are ready. He and Dick will take postcards to
the rock and mineral shows in Concord, Monterey, and Lodi.
5000 postcards go to the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District = 400 per school
The banner will go up this year 4th Street. Bill Bish will place an ad in The Independent, and possibly one on
Channel 30. Try to advertise on the Livermore Patch. Dick suggested that we collect the e-mail address of all
visitors this year and next year e-mail them the postcard as an advertisement. Tom suggested that we have a
large jar at entrance for business cards and e-mail addresses. Have a drawing for a prize to encourage visitors
to drop their business cards in the jar.
Need 8 tables that are 8 feet long for dealers.
Costco utility tables = $427/4-table pack = $854/2 4-table packs
All display cases need some type of repair; need to do an inventory first to determine the condition of each
case.
Mike Gorges Fund: He willed $32,000 to this society and wanted the money to go primarily to elementary
school education. Lee suggests that a separate web page, which costs approximately $100, be opened for the
non-profit education fund. Also outreach for matching funds. Take fund out of bank savings account and put
into mutual funds account. The silent auction profits are supposed to go to Mike Gorges Fund.
Tom motioned to set up a separate web page for the fund. Seconded by Bill Beiriger. All voted in favor.
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Heater needed for shop. LARPD has to approve the use of gas line for heater. Gas heaters cost $300-$750.
No programs are scheduled for year. Coordinate 4-H club members.
September 10, 2015 – General meeting – Jenny Siders will discuss the 4-H Club.

Board Meeting

September 24, 2015

Present: Lee Davisson, Bill Bish, Tom Johnston, Molly Alexander, Jenny Siders, Stephanie Goldsmith,
Marilyn Janzen
Bill Bish has bravely volunteered to go to LARPD Board to request funds to pay for shop being open an
additional day. The cost for an additional day = $300; total shop rent for year = $600.
Bill Beiriger took Lithorama postcards to the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District to be distributed
to schools. Tom Johnston will take postcards to the Lodi-Stockton gem show this Saturday, September 26.
Lithorama: Can cook food in the Barn; cannot cook food at home and bring it in for sale. Start cooking Sloppy
Joes the morning of Lithorama. Stephanie Goldsmith motioned to use wristbands at Lithorama. Seconded by
Molly Alexander. All voted in favor. The wristbands will allow visitors to go outside for food and also to return
to Lithorama on Sunday without paying entrance fee again.
Mike Gorges Fund: New domain approved for this fund. Need to find matching funds for the money spent.
Possible sources are Target, Wal-Mart, and Livermore Lab. Money raised from silent auctions should go into
this fund.
Shop: Fee = $5; need club vote to reduce shop fee to $3. Increase rock-cutting fee from 10 cents to 25 cents
per cut? Need to change housing of wheels and the lighting above the wheels. The raffle and panning profits
from the Lithorama will go to the shop.

Lithophiles Display at Library
I wish to thank Nancy Bankhead for putting a display in at the Civic Center Livermore Library.
For many years Nancy has put a display in for the month of August as part of the month long Salute to the Arts
and the work done by the Livermore Cultural Arts Council. The Lithophiles Display was just one of the many
displays telling the public how LCAC supports all phases of art in the Livermore area. Other supported arts
include Opera, the Symphony, Choral Groups, Painting, Poetry and more.
Again Thank-you Nancy.
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General Meeting
September 10, 2015

Called to order 7:40pm

Bill announced he had Lithorama postcards for members to handout
Frank sent Bill Beiriger green sand from the Big Island

Rich and Chris reported on the San Leandro Library reading program fair. They handed out over 500 grab
bags of rocks and needed more. Suggested less in each bag and produce more bags next year.

Club had a rock sorting field trip at Nancy Bankhead August 15th. Sorted material for Silent Auction at
Lithorama. Need to go back and finish up.

Need programs for general meetings. Pat suggested Mineral Explorers DVD set. Joanne suggested a
possible program from a Concord Club member. She will inquire.

Lthorama changes this year: No food will be made. However, no food trucks will come for our show since
it’s too small. Bill Beiriger suggested food from Costco. Pop-ups will be used for eating area. Gold panning
demonstration will also be available. More research is needed for rules on food preparation for non-profit
clubs. We will have 8 dealers total this year. Entrance to show will be on southeast side of Barn.
Jennifer Siders gave a presentation on 4H.

Homeschoolers will be using the shop in afternoon. They will be required to join club. Shop fees may be
too much for some. Fees need to be study further.
Shop doesn’t pay for itself. Fundraising needed, such as approaches matching dollars for our educational
activities.
Bill Beiriger needs someone to take over as Lithogram editor.

Nancy would like someone to take over display case each August in the Library.

Rich and Chris Hunt would like someone to take over the San Leandro Library reading fair event.
Need nominating committee for club officer elections.
Need a work day for club case repairs.
Meeting adjourned 9:04pm.
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Credit: Oberlin College
photo/Bruce M. Simonson
Published: April 25, 2012 at 8:29 PM
WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind., April 25 (UPI) -- Tiny spherules embedded in layers of rock reveal details of the
early history of asteroid impacts on Earth, U.S. scientists say.
The tiny rounded nodules are the result of asteroids crashing into the planet, vaporizing rock that expanded into
space as a giant vapor plume that then settled back to Earth -- with small droplets of molten and vaporized rock
in the plume condensing and solidifying into the spherules.
Preserved in layers of rock, they are providing researchers with precise information about asteroids impacting
Earth from 3.5 billion to 35 million years ago, Purdue University reported Wednesday.
“What we have done is provide the foundation for understanding how to interpret the layers in terms of the size
and velocity of the asteroid that made them,” Purdue researcher Jay Melosh, an expert in impact cratering, said.
The findings support a theory that Earth endured an especially heavy period of asteroid bombardment early in
its history, from 4.2 billion to 3.5 billion years ago, when changes in the early solar system altered the trajectory
of objects in an asteroid belt located between Mars and Jupiter, sending them on a collision course with Earth.
“Impact craters are the most obvious indication of asteroid impacts, but craters on Earth are quickly obscured
or destroyed by surface weathering and tectonic processes,” researcher Brandon Johnson said. “However, the
spherule layers, if preserved in the geologic record, provide information about an impact even when the source
crater cannot be found.”
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Beading Buddies
August 22, 2015

Design for Beading Buddies workshop.

Next Beading Session Saturday, October 17, 1-4pm at Dick Friesen’s house.
787 Joyce Street, Livermore
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Shop Report
Frank Gouveia

Shop users check with the Shop Foreperson to see if there will be an early time period for the shop to me
open. Two Tuesdays a month the Juniors / Homeschooed groups will have the shop, the other two Tuesdays
will be available for the general membership to use the shop. Remember a Shop Foreperson must be there for
work to proceed.
Shop Forepersons, Please! keep the Slab Saws cutting slabs for the Auction Table at Lithorama.
Everyone useing Grinding and Cutting Equipment MUST use Eye protection.
Bill Beiriger, for Frank G.
That’s all from the shop…Rock on!

The Shop is open from 7pm to 10pm every Tuesday.
Shop Forepersons:

1st Tuesday – Stephanie Goldsmith
2nd Tuesday – Frank Gouveia
3rd Tuesday – Tom Johnston

4th Tuesday – Richard Ochoa

5th Tuesday- Mystery Guest Foreman….Oooooh!
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Juniors Report
Jenny Siders

On two Tuesdays from 12:30-2:20 each month the Lithophiles have started a program for Home-Schooled students. The parent’s of the students must become Lithophile members. This is the second part of our youth program for the Lapidary Arts. We have had our 4H Program going into its third year and the students have enjoyed
working at the shop.
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California Shows And Events
2015

November 21-22: LIVERMORE, CA
Livermore Valley Lithophiles
Lithorama 2015 is a Gem and Mineral
Show and Sale & will be held at the
‘BARN’ in Livermore,
3131 Pacific Ave., off South Livermore
Ave.
Saturday 10:00 to 5:00
Sunday 10:00 to 4:00
info@lithophiles.com
www.lithophiles.org

October 10 - 11: Grass Valley, CA
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
Nevada County Fairgrounds (Main Building)
11228 McCourtney Road
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Wald-Tuttle, (530) 277-6195
Email: anitaw1t3@gmail.com
Website: www.ncgms.org
October 17 - 18: PLACERVILLE, CA,
El Dorado County Mineral & Gem Society,
El Dorado County Fairgrounds, 100 Placerville
Drive, Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Contact: Karen
Newlin, (530) 676-2472, Email: info@rockandgemshow.org, Website: www.eldoradorocks.
org Show Page ,
October 24 - 25: LOS ALTOS, CA, Peninsula
Gem & Geology Society, Los Altos Youth
Center, One No. San Antonio Road, Hours: 10
- 5 daily, Contact: Steve Jobe, (408) 834-5384,
Email: steve_jobe@sbcglobal.net, Website:
www.pggs.org

Show information is available at the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies
website: www.cfmsinc.org

November 21 - 22: SANTA CRUZ, CA
Santa Cruz Mineral & Gem Society
Live Oak Grange Hall
1900 – 17th Avenue
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Julia Cornblatt, (831) 687-0509
Email: julia.cornblatt@gmail.com
Website: www.scmgs.org

Additional Resources:
American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies website: www.amfed.org
American Lands Access Association
website: www.amerlands.org
CO-OP website: www.coop.freeservers.com

Field Trips

We’re on the Web at www.lithophiles.org
Bill Beiriger, Editor
P.O. Box 626
Livermore, CA 94551-0626
info@lithophiles.com

Livermore Valley Lithophiles

Elected Officers and Club Information

Elected Officers:
President
Lee Davisson ( leedavisson@sbc		
		global.net )
V. President Tom Johnston (tj5646@gmail.com)
Secretary
Molly Alexander (925) 606-6977
Treasurer
Bill Bish ( bcbish@att.net )
Membership: The Livermore Valley Lithophiles invites to

its membership anyone genuinely interested in minerals, gems,
lapidary, geology or any of the other earth sciences, and who
desires association with others of like interests. Membership in
our club consists of three classes: Senior, anyone eighteen years
or older; Junior, anyone under eighteen; and Honorary. Dues
are for the calendar year and are as prescribed in the by-laws,
Article III. $25.00 per family, $20.00 per individual and $10.00
for Juniors (twelve and older.)

Meetings: General Meeting – Second Thursday of each

month, 7:30 p.m. Civic Center Livermore Library Community Room (Locations change goto Lithophiles WEB-SITE).
Board Meeting – Fourth Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m. at
the Club Shop or to be announced in the Lithogram. Any special
meetings or places will be published in the Lithogram.

Club Shop: The shop at the Barn is open to club members

7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.. on Tuesday nights. If no one arrives
by 7:30 p.m.. or if the Shop Foreman has not been informed a
member will arrive late, then the shop will close at 7:30 p.m.
Shop Foreman, Stephanie Goldsmith (925) 447-1722.

Field Trips: Location and date will be published in the
Lithogram.

Bulletin: Livermore Lithogram. Published monthly and

mailed or emailed to active members and guests. News of
interest, reports and articles must be received by the first
Tuesday of the month. Articles may be reprinted by giving
proper credit.

Editor:

Bill Beiriger,
Livermore, CA 94551-0626,
email: info@lithophiles.com

Shop open every Tuesday at 7:00 PM
General Meeting October 8, at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting - October 22, 7:30 PM

