LIV

ER

M OR

E VA LLE Y

LI

Lithogram

TH

O
PH

Livermore

I LE

S

Volume XXXVIII, Number 5
May 2013

Livermore Valley Lithophiles
Livermore, California
Program:

Next General Meeting:
Thursday, May 9, 2013

Livermore Library Community Room

7:30 PM

Next Board Meeting:
Thursday, May 23, 2013

Meeting Location:

Members are welcome to attend!

Refreshments: Bill Bish

At the Shop

Presidents Message:

MEMBERS
DUES ARE DUE

Marvelous May Lithophiles! I hope to see you at the May general meeting.
Vice President Lee Davisson will give a program on decorative stonework
that should be an interesting treat.
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Fifteen of us ventured to the Black Diamond Mines in Antioch on April 20.
What an interesting place! We had a mine talk and tour, then we picnicked
together, and later set off to do our own thing. I led Chris, Barb, and Irene on
a geocaching adventure that I’m sure had them feeling like Gilligan – a 10-15
minute walk evolved into 90 minutes of bushwhacking, boulders, and steep
trails – I’m not sure that Barb and Irene will take me up on my next offer to
geocache together. If you couldn’t make the trip, you can easily visit on your
own – it’s worth the drive. Our next field trip is May 19 to the Rosicrucian
Museum in San Jose – you’ll find details elsewhere in this Lithogram. Please
join us.
The date for the wire-wrap jewelry class is set for June 8. Look for more
details from Stephanie Goldsmith as she firms up the time and location with
the instructor. The fee is $15, which is due prior to class, so please pay at the
May general meeting or at the shop.
The club is considering a summer collecting trip to Oregon for petrified wood,
geodes, and agates. We plan sometime from mid-June to the end of July for
a trip of a week of so. Since most of us don’t have camping rigs, we anticipate
staying in hotels and day-tripping to the collecting areas. We’ll talk about this
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Presidents Message - cont. from pg. 1
at the May meeting, so be sure to come.
This may seem early to you, but not to me… Please start thinking about serving as a Lithophiles officer in 2014. Talk to
me for details about the job. Each of your current officers will have served multiple years, so it’s time for someone else to
step up. Act now and get some solid on-the-job training!

-Rich Hunt rcjhunt@comcast.net 925-443-5525

Minutes of the General Meeting
April 11, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 7.36 PM by President Rich Hunt at the Livermore Library
Community Room A.

Correspondence: - A few show flyers and brochures, a CFMS show application, an Alameda County
Fair notice/card, and a copy of the Winter 2013 Underground Gold Miners Museum newsletter. A thank
you letter from the Livermore School Board thanking us for our $500 donation to the Livermore School
District Elementary Science Specialists was read.
Minutes: The minutes were approved as printed

Treasure’s Report: Shelley Buchberger, Club Treasurer, is in the hospital so there was no Treasurer’s
report.

Shop Report: The Shop has been busy recently with 5 or 6 members working on projects. Frank
Gouveia reported that the outside light had gone out. Rich Hunt asked Larry Patzkowski to contact
LARPD to get it sorted. They were contacted Friday. The slab saw cleaning and repairs will take place
Saturday May 18. The base for the second trim saw was replaced by Frank Gouveia and should help
with its functioning. Some gas line leaks were found and patched. Frank has done some research for a
new a water heater. The old water heater will be replaced by the Fall.
Field Trips: A field trip to the Black Diamond Mines is scheduled for Saturday April 20. A reservation
for 15 people has been made (cost $75). The fee for the mine tour is $5 per person with parking at $5
per car.
Alameda County Fair Case: - The theme for this year’s Fair is “101 Years Summer Fun Starts Here”
Barbara Johnson volunteered to organize the preparation of our case. Ideas for our case are needed
from members. The Fair rums June 14 through July 7 so our case needs to be ready a couple of days
before the fair opens.

Classes: -The wire wrapping class is scheduled for June 8. Stephanie Goldsmith has sent out an e-mail
with information to prospective participants.

Programs: - The program for the April meeting was a DVD on emerald mining in Columbia. The DVD
was similar to the one we saw in March on Bolivian mining. Two mines were featured where emeralds
are found in association with calcite and adjacent black shale. Emerald trading at a large center in
Bogota was also featured.
Refreshments: - Bill Bish will provide refreshments for the May meeting.
The meeting broke up about 9:05 PM.

Larry Patzkowski, Secretary

May 2013

Livermore Lithogram, www.lithophiles.org

Page 3

Minutes of the Board Meeting
April 25, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM by President Rich Hunt at the Barn.

Those also in attendance included Bill Beiriger, Dick Friesen, Andrea Rodrigues, and Lee Davisson.
Los Positas Donations: -Bill Beiriger reported that he and Bob Trimingham had delivered rock
specimens to the college.

Field Trips: - Possible summer field trips were discussed.. Two possibilities were discussed: 1) a trip to
central Oregon near Sweet Home, Oregon to the Hollywood Ranch for petrified wood collecting and 2) a
trip to Richardson’s Ranch near Madras, Oregon for agate and thunder egg collection. Both trips would
require local camping or staying in motels.
Program: -The program for the May meeting will be a talk by Lee Davisson on decorative stone work.
The program may be followed by a trip, on Sunday May 19, to the Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum &
Planetarium in San Jose to see examples of decorative stone work.

Shop: - The Shop has been fairly busy. The cleaning and repairing of the slab saws, coordinated by Lee
Davisson, is scheduled Saturday May 18; Dick Friesen will supervise this activity.
Lithorama - Lee Davisson brought up some questions on show dealers. Most of the dealers are set.

Classes: -The wire wrapping class, being organized by Stephanie Goldsmith, is scheduled for June 8.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.
Larry Patzkowski, Secretary

Canceled Stamps
I am still collecting canceled stamps to send to the California Federation for their scholarship
program.
Most stamps are now “forever” stamps, but they are still requested, except for canceled liberty
bell stamps.
Please do not cut the stamps; leave some room around the stamps and do not cut the perforations!
I will continue collecting them, please bring them to a meeting or to the shop.
If you don’t save your Lithogram please save the stamps.
Thanks, Bill Beiriger
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The Volcanoes of Alaska.
Compiled by Bill Beiriger

Information and Photos from the Global Volcanism Program - Smithsonian Institution.

Edgecumbe - Eastern Alaska
Last Eruption - 2220 BC ± 100 years
3,182 feet
57.05° N 135.75° W
The Pleistocene-to-Holocene Mount Edgecumbe volcanic field covers about 260 sq km of Kruzov Island
west of Sitka in the SE panhandle of Alaska. The basaltic-to-dacitic field is dominated by the large composite cones of Mount Edgecumbe, Crater Ridge, and Shell Mountain and has an unusual tectonic setting
only 16 km east of the Queen Charlotte-Fairweather transform fault separating the North American and
Pacific plates. Mount Edgecumbe, a 970-m-high stratovolcano with a well-defined crater, is the largest
volcano of the Edgecumbe field. Crater Ridge is truncated by a 1.6-km-wide, 240-m-deep caldera. These
and other vents of the volcanic field are oriented along a SW-NE line. Volcanic activity originated about
600,000 years ago along fissures cutting Kruzof Island. A series of major silicic explosive eruptions took
place about 9000-13,000 radiocarbon years ago. The latest dated eruptions were phreatomagmatic explosions during the mid-Holocene, and all postglacial activity has been pyroclastic. Reports of historical
eruptions of Mount Edgecumbe are unsubstantiated.
Photo by Jim Riehle (U.S. Geological Survey, Alaska Volcano Observatory).
http://www.volcano.si.edu/world/volcano
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School Science Program
By Bill Beiriger

School Classrooms
It looks like I am finished with the classroom presentations for the year.
I still want to get together with the Science Specialist at the Elementary Schools before summer vacation.
Bob Trimingham and I delivered the mineral specimens to Las Positas College on April 24th. Carol Edson
from the college was very happy with what we gave them in the line of specimens for looking at and specimens for hands on use.
Field Trip to the Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum On May 19th

Please join us for our next interesting Lithophiles field trip. As a follow-up to the May meeting
program on decorative stonework, the club is planning a Sunday afternoon field trip to the
Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum in San Jose. This museum exhibits the biggest collection of Egyptian
artifacts in the western US. Galleries include: Burial Practices, Afterlife, and Mummies; Gods and
Religion; Kings and Pharaohs; and Daily Life, Trade and Neighbors. The trip will be on Sunday May
19. We’ll meet at the museum at 1:00. Carpoolers should meet at the Barn at noon. Sign up at the
May general meeting or email to info@lithophiles.com.

Date: Sunday, May 19 at 1:00
Address: 1660 Park Avenue, San Jose CA
Admission: $9.00 adults, $7.00 seniors (55+) and students with I.D.
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The Beading Bunch
With Andrea Rodriquez

Chris & Jane

Pat

Rachael

Shop Talk
By Frank Gouveia

The Shop is open from 7pm to 10pm every Tuesday. Contact Albert Hess if you would like to come in
early on any given Tuesday he can open the shop around 3pm.
Shop Forepersons:

1st Tuesday – Stephanie Goldsmith
2nd Tuesday – Frank Gouveia
3rd Tuesday – Chris Hunt

4th Tuesday – Diana Carey

Freeform Cabs by Lynn Zirkle
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Hazel-Atlas Mine Field Trip Report

At 11:00 AM on 20 April 2013 in Somersville, California a photographer found a Motley Group of questionable miners ready for a trek into the Hazel-Atlas Mine in the East Bay Regional Park’s Black Diamond Mines
Park. There were 14 Lithophiles and since there was room for 15 we invited another person to join us for the
trek.
We started the tour with a history lesson of California’s largest coal mining area. There were several coal mining towns in the area, including Nortonville, Somersville, Stewartville, West Hartley and Judsonville.
After the history session it was time for a safety talk and we were outfitted with hard hats and flashlights.
This area had two different parts in its mining history. The first mines were for the mining of lignite coal. This
is a very poor coal, but it had a lot to do with the growth of California in the late 1800’s. Before California
produced this coal everything had to be shipped in from the east coast of the U.S. and that ment shiping it
around the Horn of South America. This was very expensive and it took a long time to make it to California;
plus many of the ships sank before they got here.
The next phase of mining was for sand for the production of glass. The first sand was of a poor quality and it
did not make good glass, then a higher quality sand was mined. The sand was shipped to Oakland for making
canning jars for the Hazel-Atlas Glass Company. Sand was also used as foundry sand for the Columbia Steel
Works in Pittsburg. Between 1920 and 1940 1.8 million tons of sand came out of the local mines.
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Mine Tunnel Map

Mine Superintendent Office

Ore Cart
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Safety Indoctrination

Adit branchs to Haulageways

Early Mining Equipment

Room & Pillar Mining

Then came Lunch
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NASA’s Voyager 1 enters new region of solar system
Spacecraft on verge of crossing over to interstellar space

The Associated Press Posted: Dec 4, 2012 9:50 AM ET Last Updated: Dec 4, 2012 9:59 AM ET
The unstoppable Voyager 1 spacecraft has sailed into a new realm of the solar system that scientists did not know existed.
Voyager 1 and its twin, Voyager 2, have been speeding away from the sun toward interstellar space, or the space between stars.
Over the summer, Voyager 1, which is farther along in its journey, crossed into this new region where the effects from the
outside can be felt.
“We do believe this may be the very last layer between us and interstellar space,” said chief scientist Ed Stone of the NASA
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, which manages the spacecraft.
‘We do believe this may be the very last layer between us and interstellar space.’
—Ed Stone, NASA chief scientist
Stone presented Voyager 1’s latest location at a meeting of the American Geophysical Union in San Francisco.
Voyager 1 is on track to become the first manmade object to exit the solar system. Exactly when that day will come is unknown,
partly because there’s no precedent.
Stone estimated Voyager 1 still has two to three years to travel before reaching the boundary that separates the solar system
from the rest of space.
Scientists were surprised to discover the unexpected region at the fringes of the solar system — a testament to the mysteries
of space.
Reaching the ‘magnetic highway’
For the past year, the team has seen tantalizing clues that heralded a new space environment. The amount of high-energy
cosmic rays streaming in from outside the solar system spiked. Meanwhile, the level of lower-energy particles originating from
inside the solar system briefly dropped.
Because there was no change in the direction of the magnetic field lines, scientists were confident that Voyager 1 had not yet
broken through. They have dubbed this new zone a kind of “magnetic highway.”
The Voyagers launched 35 years ago on a mission to tour the outer planets. Though Voyager 2 — currently 14.5 billion
kilometres from the sun — launched first, Voyager 1 is closer to leaving the solar system behind. It’s more than 17.7 billion
kilometres from the sun.
That’s because after the duo beamed home stunning pictures of Jupiter’s big red spot, Saturn’s shimmering rings and their
moons, Voyager 2 ventured onward to Uranus and Neptune. To this day, it’s the only spacecraft to explore these two icy worlds.
Instead of following its twin, Voyager 1 used Saturn’s gravity to propel itself toward the solar system’s edge.
Though the cameras aboard the nuclear-powered Voyagers have long been turned off, the probes have enough power to
operate the other instruments until around 2020.
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Summer Field Trip
‘Possible’ Summer Field Trip
The Lithophiles are looking at a field trip of between 3 days and a week to several collecting areas in
Oregon.
The first stop is to a petrified wood location at the town of Holley, Oregon. The site is Holleywood
Ranch. There are more than 65 species of petrified wood found in the area, I do not know how many of
these are collectable in the area that is open to the public.
Holley is located about 25 miles north of Eugene and about 12 miles east of highway 5.
The second site is at Madras, Oregon. The collecting site is at Richardson Ranch.
Madras is about 125 miles east of Holley.
The trip will be in June or July and hopefully the weather will cooperate.
Holley has a temperature range of 47° low and 79° high in June and 52° low and 84° high in July.
Precipitation is about 1 inch to 1 1/2 inches for June and July.
Madras has a temperature range of 43° low and 79° high in June and 47° low and 87° high in July.
Precipitation is less than 1 inch for both June and July.
If the weather doesn’t cooperate it could get to about 100° for a high.
These are both FEE collecting sites.
Holley Ranch charges $1.50 per pound for the highest quality material.
Richardson Ranch charges $1.00 per pound.
For more information please come the May meeting so the group can talk about the trip.
Web site information can be found at these sites:
Holleywood Ranch - http://holleywoodranch.com/claim-to-fame/
Richardson Ranch - http://richardsonrockranch.com/
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California Shows And Events

2013

May 31-June 2: Ventura, CA
CFMS Federation Show

Ventura Co. Fair Grounds
10 W. Harbor Blvd., Ventura, CA
Fri.,-Sat., 10 - 5; Sun., 10 - 4
Contact Rob Sankovich 805-494-7734
e-mail: rmsorca@adelphia.net
July 13 - 14: CULVER CITY, CA
Culver City Rock & Mineral Club
Culver City Veterans Memorial Auditorium
4117 Overland Avenue
Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5
Contact: Rick Shaffer, (310) 391-8429
Email: info@culvercityrocks.org
Website: www.culvercityrocks.org
Aug. 30 - Sept. 2: FORT BRAGG, CA
Mendocino Coast Gem & Mineral Society
Town Hall
Corner of Main & Laurel
Hours: Fri-Sun 10 - 6; Mon 10 - 4
Contact: Jerry Sommer, (707) 937-1833
September 28 - 29: LODI, CA
Stockton Lapidary & Mineral Club
Lodi Grape Festival Grounds
413 East Lockford Street
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Jerold Kyle, (209) 368-9411
Email: jeroldkyle@yahoo.com
Website: www.stocktonlapidary.com

September 28 - 29: MONTEREY, CA
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral
Society
Monterey Fairgrounds
2004 Fairgrounds Road
Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5
Contact: Janis Rovetti, (831) 372-1311
Email: janis12@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.cvgms.org
September 28 - 29: SANTA ROSA,
CA
Santa Rosa Mineral & Gem Society
Wells Fargo Center for the Art
50 Mark West Springs Road
Hours: Sat. 10 - 6: Sun 10 - 5
Jolene Coon, (707) 849-9551
Email: Jolene@SRMGS.org
Website: www.srmgs.org
October 19 - 20: PLACERVILLE, CA
El Dorado County Mineral & Gem
Society
El Dorado County Fairgrounds
100 Placerville Drive
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Arlene Williams, (530) 6762472
Email: info@rockandgemshow.org
Show Website: www.rockandgemshow.org
Club Website: www.eldoradomineralandgem.org

November 23 & 24, 2013 Livermore
LITHORAMA 2013 Show and Sale,
Livermore Valley Lithophiles Gem
& Mineral Society; The ‘BARN’ 3131
Pacific Ave. east of Livermore Ave.
Hours: Sat. 10–5; Sun. 10–4. Visit us
at our website www.lithophiles.org

MEMBERS
DUES ARE DUE
Show information is available at the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies
website: www.cfmsinc.org
Additional Resources:
American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies website: www.amfed.org
American Lands Access Association
website: www.amerlands.org
CO-OP website: www.coop.freeservers.com

Field Trips
Trip to the Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum is being planned for May 19, come to the May meeting for
more information. This trip will be a follow-up to a presentation on Decorative Stone Work by Lee
Davisson at the May meeting.

Livermore Valley Lithophiles
Bill Beiriger, Editor
P.O. Box 626
Livermore, CA 94551-0626
info@lithophiles.com

We’re on the Web at www.lithophiles.org

MEMBERS
DUES ARE DUE

Elected Officers and Club Information

Elected Officers:

Club Shop: The shop at the Barn is open to club members

President
V. President
Secretary
Treasurer

Field Trips: Location and date will be published in the

Rich Hunt (925) 443-5525
Lee Davisson (925) 371-0699
Larry Patzkowski (925) 426-7768
Shelley Buchberger (925) 292-7122

Membership: The Livermore Valley Lithophiles invites to

its membership anyone genuinely interested in minerals, gems,
lapidary, geology or any of the other earth sciences, and who
desires association with others of like interests. Membership in
our club consists of three classes: Senior, anyone eighteen years
or older; Junior, anyone under eighteen; and Honorary. Dues
are for the calendar year and are as prescribed in the by-laws,
Article III. $25.00 per family, $20.00 per individual and $10.00
for Juniors (twelve and older.)

Meetings: General Meeting – Second Thursday of each month,

7:30 p.m. (Locations change goto Lithophiles WEB-SITE).
Board Meeting – Fourth Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m. at
the Club Shop or to be announced in the Lithogram. Any special
meetings or places will be published in the Lithogram.

7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.. on Tuesday nights. If no one arrives
by 7:30 p.m.. or if the Shop Foreman has not been informed a
member will arrive late, then the shop will close at 7:30 p.m.
Shop Foreman, OPEN.
Lithogram.

Bulletin: Livermore Lithogram. Published monthly and

mailed or emailed to active members and guests. News of
interest, reports and articles must be received by the first
Tuesday of the month. Articles may be reprinted by giving
proper credit.

Editor:

Bill Beiriger,
Livermore, CA 94551-0626,
email: info@lithophiles.com

Shop open every Tuesday at 7:00 PM
General Meeting April 11th, at 7:30 PM
Board Meeting April 25th, 7:30, At the SHOP

