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President’s Message:

Next General Meeting

Rock Shop & Rock Show

February 11, 2016
7:30pm
Community Room
Civic Center Library

The lapidary shop maintained by our club has been in steady use
for many years. It provides a foundation for public education and a
resource in the development and practice of the lapidary arts. We
have a wide range of users from those that are there weekly
working on projects to those who show up occasionally to perhaps
work on a new material they acquired. The shop often has visitors
curious about the hobby or want to better understand a rock and
mineral collection they own and are seeking additional expertise.
The shop further supports our ongoing 4H projects, provides the
resources for the annual San Leandro Library and Science Odyssey
educational events, and is used to prepare material for silent
auction at Lithorama.

Program: Mineral & Rock
Trade. Bring any specimens
you would like to trade.
Refreshments:

Next Board Meeting
Thursday, TBA
7:30pm at the Shop
All Members are welcome
to attend!

Time to Pay Dues!
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Lithorama is our annual rock and mineral show and our main
source of annual revenue development. However, Lithorama is also
an annual educational event, with about a third of the attendees
being children along with numerous adults exposed to the rock
and mineral hobby for the first time. We often have a number of
show attendees later coming to the shop to learn more about the
hobby.
The rock shop and Lithorama pursue the same goal of the
education and practice of the Earth and lapidary sciences.
However, many users of the lapidary shop are frequently not
participants at Lithorama, and vice versa dedicated Lithorama
helpers either don’t use or infrequently use the shop.
This is a heads up that the club oﬃcers are beginning the
discussion of how to make the shop and the show more integrated.
Solutions that may arise could be monetary in nature, or they
could be based on club member and shop user participation
requirements. If you feel strongly about this topic, or have ideas
and experiences to share, we welcome your attendance at the
monthly board meetings and certainly at the monthly general
meetings. Otherwise, we will keep our members updated on
developments through this newsletter.
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State Fossils
Alaska, Nebraska, South Carolina
& Washington State Fossil.
Bill Beiriger
Mammuthus primigenius, Wooly Mammoth. The animals entered this part of the world about
65,000 years ago over the Bering Land Bridge and remained in the area until about 10,000 years
ago when most of them died out at the end of the Ice Age.
In 1983, a woolly mammoth skeleton
was found at Colorado Creek, Alaska.
The mining company that discovered
the fossil donated it to the University of
Alaska Museum in Fairbanks. In 1986,
the woolly mammoth was designated
the oﬃcial fossil of the state of Alaska.
Some of the fossils have been found in
the melting glaciers, they have their
body organs intact along with their hair.
They also have well preserved DNA and
science is trying to bring them back to
life, using a modern elephant as the
surrogate mother.
There range took in Alaska and Western and Central Canada, and then it was known to live in the
North Eastern part of the United States down to about the New York area.
It is also the state fossil for Nebraska along with two other species of Mammoths: Mammuthus
columbi & Mammuthus imperator. Mammuthus primigenius, became the State Fossil in
1967.
South Carolina is Mammuthus columbi, 2014
Washington is Mammuthus columbi, 1998
The animals stood 10-12 feet high at the shoulder and weighted between 12,000 to 16,000 pounds.
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Beading Buddies
Our next meeting will be Saturday, February
27 1-4pm at my house (Pat’s), 889 Waverly
CMN, Livermore. This will be a "bring your
own project" or a chance to complete an
unfinished one. I have a few extra kits from
past projects for anyone who is interested.

Tuesday Afternoons
in the Shop
The Tuesday afternoon shop time is starting to attract
some of our retired members as well the homeschool
crowd. I think the club should consider having more
afternoon shop times, it seems to be a popular time
slot. New member, Pam Lawson is in the photo to the
right cutting her first slab.
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Minutes of Board Meeting
November 22, 2015
Lithorama 2015
Attendance – Saturday – 308 adults, 150 children
Sunday – 270 adults, 80 children
Food – approximately $300 profit
All the dealers prospered and profited this year. This
Lithorama is one of the smallest in northern
California, and all dealers favor it over other shows.
The new entrance is much better, and the layout is
more open. Need more door prizes for next year.
Stephanie Goldsmith put out a lot of extra eﬀort and
time for the show – mineral mining, t-shirts, gold
panning, fluorescent display – and we thank her very
much. Stephanie made the T-rex that was auctioned
oﬀ.
The shop is $1800 in the red. Bill Beiriger has
hydraulic tool to break geodes and the breaking has to
be done outside because of the noise. It was suggested
that we charge $5 next year. Nancy suggested that the
geode subject is tabled.
Bill Bish wants $200 to buy fossils for school
demonstrations.
Bill Bish and Lee Davisson will get together to figure
out who to approach for donations; outreach to
community and make educational videos.

February 1, 2016

Treasurer – Bill Bish
2015 Lithorama
Total Revenue = $8180
Entrance fees = $2242
Silent Auction = $1182
Food and Magazines = $854
Mineral Dig = $338
T-rex Dinosaur = $92
Dealers = $3472

Expenses = $3649
Lights = $286
Tables = $551
Barn Rent &
Security = $1973
Barn Insurance = $300
Vendor Insurance = $293
Food = $246

$8180 - $3649 = $4531 = Net Income

Minutes of General Meeting
January 14, 2016
Bill Beiriger will direct the Science Odyssey on
February 18, 2016 from 4:00 pm-7:00 pm at Junction
Avenue School.
Shop heater – Bill Beiriger is waiting to hear from
LARPD. The shop ceiling is starting to collapse.
Bill has 8-9 classes left and possibly more. He
suggested some mineral purchases from Fair in Tucson,
AZ. Bill Bish will shop for some.
We have to advertise our show to other clubs in
California via a letter sent 6 months ahead. We can
also advertise in Federation newsletter.
Watched video: “Lake Missoula Great Ice Floods” by
Max Ghoring.

Minutes of Board Meeting

Minutes of General Meeting

January 28, 2016

December 9, 2015

Present: Lee Davisson, Bill Bish, Bill Beiriger,
Stephanie Goldsmith, Molly Alexander, Marilyn Janzen

Holiday dinner at 6:30, general meeting began at 7:45.
Rich gave a summary of silent auction profit from
Lithorama – sold mystery bags, slabs, geodes.
Do mystery bags again next year. Create chart with
rock samples.
Nominated for President - Lee Davisson
Vice-President – Stephanie Goldsmith
Secretary – Molly Alexander
Treasurer – Bill Bish
All voted in favor.
Bill Beiriger has donated a lot of time and eﬀort into
the club. Lee proposed that Bill and Joan Beiriger
become honorary members of club = do not pay dues.
All voted in favor.

Fund Raising Ideas: Stephanie suggested that we make
and sell pet rocks for Lithorama and Children’s Faire.
We can get together with 4-H Club about a booth at
Children’s Faire.
Art Walk – Sell pet rocks, grab bags, jewelry
Make rock clocks. Stephanie has a diamond drill to
put holes in rocks.
Request matching funds from local stores.
Shop: Fee is reduced to $3.00. The heater problem
hasn’t been resolved yet. Many of the wheels are
getting worn down. The foremen need to instruct the
users how to use the wheels correctly.
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Minutes of Board Meeting
January 28, 2016 (cont.)
We have lost count of how many shop keys there
are and who has them. Stephanie will make a
list of current key holders.
General Meetings: No topic has been set for the
February meeting.
Suggestions:
Stephanie has a video about diamonds.
Have a meteorologist give a talk.
Bring minerals to meeting to display and trade.
Have someone illustrate how to make an intarsia – a
mosaic with inlaid rocks.
Five science teachers from Livermore schools assisted
with the Lithorama. We will donate a total of $500 to
be divided among all science teachers in the ten
Livermore schools.
So far 19 members have paid 2016 dues.
Science Odyssey – February 18, 2016 at Junction
Avenue School – 4:00 pm-7:00 pm.

Bill Bish’s Mobile Fossil Museum!
by Jennifer Siders
In January, Bill Bish packed up his fossil collection and
brought it to my house to show my science class - 13
homeschoolers, ages 9 to 13. I was expecting him to
bring maybe one or two cases, but he filled my
kitchen with fossils and posters!! My students were
amazed and so was I. He gave a great presentation
and my class really appreciated him sharing his
treasures for a morning. Bill Beiriger also donated
some of the left over fossils from his school programs
so the kids could sift through rocks and find some real
fossils to take home. So a big thank to you both Bill’s
for wowing my homeschool students.
The other activity we did was polishing raw amber
with sandpaper. A few kids found some bugs or leaf
prints. We then put the amber under the microscope
and got a great photo of one of the insects.
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4H
Photos by Jill Heinke
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California Shows & Events
UNEARTHED: Found + Made
Exhibition at the Oakland Museum of CA
museumca.org/exhibit/unearthed-found-made
Dec 12, 2015 -April 24, 2016
Tucson Shows:
Most Shows – Jan 30 –Feb 13
Tucson G&M Main Show – Feb 11 – Feb 14
Bead Shows Feb 2-7
February 20 - 21: ANTIOCH, CA
Antioch Gem Club
Contra Costa County Fairgrounds
1201 West 10th Street
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Brenda Miguel, (925) 301-6957
Email: brenda.miguel@yahoo.com
Website: www.antiochlapidaryclub.com
February 27 - 28: VALLEJO, CA
Vallejo Gem & Mineral Society
Solano County Fairgrounds, Mc Cormack Hall
900 Fairgrounds Drive
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Dan Wolke, 707 334-2950
Email: dncwolke@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.vjgems.org
March 4 - 6: NEWARK, CA
Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley
Newark Pavilion
6430 Thornton Avenue
Hours: Fri & Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5
Contact: Cathy Miller, (510) 887-9007
Email: showchair@mgscv.org
Website: www.mgscv.org

March 12 - 13: TURLOCK, CA
Mother Lode Mineral Society,
ModestoStanislaus County Fairgrounds
900 North Broadway
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contacts: Bud & Terry McMillin, (209)
524-3494
Email: Bud.mcmillin.b7yj@statefarm.com
Website: www.motherlodemineralsociety.com
March 26 - 27: ANGELS CAMP, CA
Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society
Calaveras County Fairgrounds
101 Frogtown Road
Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4
Contact: Robin Williams, (209) 728-8277
Email: robinski@yahoo.com
Website: www.calaverasgemandmineral.org
March 26- 27: ROSEVILLE, CA
Roseville Rock Rollers Gem & Mineral
Society
Placer County Fairgrounds
800 All American Blvd (oﬀ Washington)
Hours: Sat 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Gloria Marie, (916) 216-1114
Email: gloriarosevillerockrollers@gmail.com
Website: www.rockrollers.com

April 16-17: SAN JOSE, CA
Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral
Society
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
334 Tully Road
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: June Harris, 408-265-1422
Email: info@scvgms.org
Website: www.scvgms.org
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Livermore Valley Lithophiles
Jennifer Siders, Editor
P.O. Box 626
Livermore, CA 94551-0626
info@lithophiles.com

We’re on the Web at www.lithophiles.org & www.facebook.com/Lithophiles/

Elected Officers & Club Information
Elected Officers:
President
Lee Davisson
leedavisson@sbc global.net
V. President Stephanie Goldsmith
Secretary
Molly Alexander (925) 606-6977
Treasurer
Bill Bish ( bcbish@att.net )
Membership: The Livermore Valley Lithophiles invites
to its membership anyone genuinely interested in
minerals, gems, lapidary, geology or any of the other earth
sciences, and who desires association with others of like
interests. Membership in our club consists of three
classes: Senior, anyone eighteen years or older; Junior,
anyone under eighteen; and Honorary. Dues are for the
calendar year and are as prescribed in the by-laws, Article
III. $25.00 per family, $20.00 per individual and $10.00
for Juniors (twelve and younger.)
Meetings: General Meeting – Second Thursday of each
month, 7:30 p.m. Civic Center Livermore Library
Community Room (Locations change go to Lithophiles
WEB-SITE). Board Meeting – Fourth Thursday of each
month, 7:30 p.m. at the Club Shop or to be announced in
the Lithogram. Any special meetings or places will be
published in the Lithogram.

Club Shop: The shop at the Barn is open to club
members 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.. on Tuesday nights. If
no one arrives by 7:30 p.m. or if the Shop Foreman has
not been informed a member will arrive late, then the
shop will close at 7:30 p.m. Shop Foreman, Stephanie
Goldsmith (925) 447-1722.
Field Trips: Location and date will be published in the
Lithogram.
Bulletin: Livermore Lithogram. Published monthly and
mailed or emailed to active members and guests. News of
interest, reports and articles must be received by the first
Tuesday of the month. Articles may be reprinted by giving
proper credit.
Editor:
Jenny Siders,
email: jenny.siders@me.com

